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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This communication is responsive to the Amendment filed 04/1 8/2008. 

Claims 2-9, 41, 43-54, 68, 69, 78, and 79 are currently pending in this application. 
Independent claims 43 and 69 have been amended. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 2-9, 41, 43-54, 68, 69, 78, and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second 
paragraph, as being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the 
subject matter which applicant regards as the invention. 

As to claim 43: the term "a host device" (line 15) renders the claims indefinite. It is not 
clear if it is referring to "a host device" recited at line 12. 

Dependent claims 2-9, 41, 44-54, 68, 78, and 79 are rejected for fully incorporating the 
deficiencies of their base claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S. C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 

Claims 2-9, 41, 43-54, 68, 69, 78, and 79 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Carlisle et al. (US 56491 18 A). 

As to claim 69: 

Carlisle teaches a portable integrated circuit card interface device, comprising: 
an application memory; an application engine for managing one or more applications in 
said application memory; an input/output module; a host interface; one or more integrated 
circuit card interfaces; means for operation without external power (see the portable 
smart card discussion; col. 17, line 20-col.l8, line 56); 

means for a standalone mode of operation in which the interface device is not operably 
connected to a host device via the host interface (a portable smart card 410 which 
contains a memory capable of storing and updating information for a user... The smart 
card 410 runs an executable operating system that is accessed via a set of operating 
system commands. These commands manipulate a file system on the card in accordance 
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with rules required by card security) [see col. 17, line 20-col.l8, line 13]; and 

means for a reprogramming mode of operation for adding, modifying, or deleting 
programs from the interface device (By employing EEPROM 4115 in the smart card 410, 
an authorized user has the ability to reprogram certain application files in the memory 
section of the card while at an authorized associated application station with new and 
different data as desired... Data may be written to and read or erased from an EEPROM) 
[see col. 17, line 20-col.l8, line 13]. 

As to claim 2: 

Carlisle teaches said application memory further comprises a read-only memory [see 
Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 3: 

Carlisle teaches said application memory further comprises an electrically erasable 
programmable read-only memory [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 
20]. 



As to claim 4: 

Carlisle teaches said application engine further comprises a microcontroller [see Fig. 10 
and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 
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As to claim 5: 

Carlisle teaches said microcontroller further comprises said application memory [see 
Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 



As to claim 6: 

Carlisle teaches said input/output module comprises a microcontroller[see Fig. 10 and the 
discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 



As to claim 7: 

Carlisle teaches said application engine further comprises a custom circuit [see Fig. 10 
and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 



As to claim 8: 

Carlisle teaches said custom circuit further comprises said application memory [see 
Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 



As to claim 9: 

Carlisle teaches said input/output module further comprises a custom circuit [see Fig. 10 
and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 
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As to claim 41: 

Carlisle teaches the interface device is portable [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning 
at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 43: 

Carlisle teaches an integrated circuit card interface device (see the portable smart card 
discussion; col. 17, line 20-col.l8, line 56) comprising: an application memory; an 
application engine for managing one or more applications in said application memory; 
an input/output module; a host interface; one or more integrated circuit card interfaces; 
and an internal power supply (see the portable smart card discussion; col. 17, line 20- 
col.18, line 56); 

wherein the interface device is adapted to enable operation in accordance with multiple 
modes of operation comprising 

a standalone mode of operation in which the interface device is not operably connected to 
a host device via the host interface [see col. 17, line 20-col.l8, line 13], and 

a reprogramming mode of operation, in which the interface device is operably connected 
to an integrated circuit via one of the one or more integrated circuit card interfaces, 
and/or to a host device via the host interface, to enable one or more programs to be added 
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to, modified in, or deleted from, the interface device [see col. 17, line 20-col.l8, line 13]. 
As to claim 44: 

Carlisle teaches the standalone mode of operation comprises a mode of operation in 
which the interface device is operably connected to an integrated circuit card via one of 
the one or more integrated circuit card interfaces to enable communication between the 
interface device and the integrated circuit card [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning 
at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 45: 

Carlisle teaches the standalone mode of operation further comprises a mode of operation 
in which the interface device is not operably connected to another device to enable 
communication therebetween [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 46: 

Carlisle teaches the multiple modes of operation further comprise a connected mode of 
operation in which the interface device is operably connected to a host device via the host 
interface to enable communication between the interface device and the host device [see 
Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 
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As to claim 47: 

Carlisle teaches during the connected mode of operation the interface device is also 
operably connected to an integrated circuit card via one of the one or more integrated 
circuit card interfaces to enable communication between the interface device and the 
integrated circuit card [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 48: 

Carlisle teaches the multiple modes of operation further comprise a mode of operation in 
which the interface device is operably connected to a host device via the host interface to 
enable communication between the interface device and the host device [see Fig. 10 and 
the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 49: 

Carlisle teaches during the connected mode of operation the interface device is also 
operably connected to an integrated circuit card via one of the one or more integrated 
circuit card interfaces to enable communication between the interface device and the 
integrated circuit card [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 50: 

Carlisle teaches the standalone mode of operation comprises a mode of operation in 
which the interface device is not operably connected to another device to enable 
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communication therebetween [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 
As to claim 51: 

Carlisle teaches the multiple modes of operation further comprise a connected mode of 
operation in which the interface device is operably connected to a host device via the host 
interface to enable communication between the interface device and the host device [see 
Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 52: 

Carlisle teaches during the connected mode of operation the interface device is also 
operably connected to an integrated circuit card via one of the one or more integrated 
circuit card interfaces to enable communication between the interface device and the 
integrated circuit card [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 53: 

Carlisle teaches the multiple modes of operation further comprise a connected mode of 
operation in which the interface device is operable connected to a host device via the host 
interface to enable communication between the interface device and the host device [see 
Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 
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As to claim 54: 

Carlisle teaches during the connected mode of operation the interface device is also 
operably connected to an integrated circuit card via one of the one or more integrated 
circuit card interfaces to enable communication between the interface device and the 
integrated circuit card [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 68: 

Carlisle teaches a display unit; and an input unit [see Fig. 10 and the discussion beginning 
at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 78: 

Carlisle teaches the one or more programs are subject to security verification [see Fig. 10 
and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 

As to claim 79: 

Carlisle teaches the interface device is operable while being carried by a user [see Fig. 10 
and the discussion beginning at col. 17, line 20]. 
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Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 2-9, 41, 43-54, 68, 69, 78, and 79 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record, listed on PTO 892 provided to Applicant is considered to 
have relevancy to the claimed invention. Applicant should review each identified 
reference carefully before responding to this office action to properly advance the case in 
light of the prior art. 

Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 
§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE -MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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6. Any inquiry or a general nature or relating to the status of this application should 
be directed to the TC 2100 Group receptionist: (571) 272-2100. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to VAN H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is (571) 
272-3765. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday- Thursday from 8:30AM 
6:00PM. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MENG-AI AN can be reached at (571) 272-3756. 

The fax phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is 
assigned is (571)273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http ://pair- direct.uspto . gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, 
call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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